Natureweavers Earth Kids – Fledglings
Fledglings are children who are new-to-Natureweavers. Fledglings is thus designed as an
‘introduction’ to Natureweavers. Fledglings learn the skills, develop the attitudes and acquire the
knowledge along the path to becoming an 'Elder' Natureweaver. These skills/attitudes/knowledge
include: Safe and effective tool use; Wildcrafting and herbal healing; Tree and plant identification;
Whittling and woodwork; Hiking, maps and tracking; Knots, swings and bridges; Wilderness awareness;
The wheel of the year and seasonal celebrations; Practical Permaculture basics; Eco-arts such as clay,
weaving and ochre; Seasonal yoga and meditation practices; and Indigenous earth wisdom.
Fledglings will develop their capabilities across these areas with dedicated instruction through skilled
mentoring. Throughout this introductory program, Fledglings will whittle a Journeystick, make a wooden
Flower Press, start their Materia Medica and their Phenology Wheel, identify their Animal Ally, begin their
Annual Tree Study, ecodye a pouch, weave a small bag and build a Sunflower Cubby House. As well as
practical, earth-based skills, Fledglings will become fluent in the rhythms of the sun and moon, the
wisdom of plant medicine, the language of birds and the stories of place. Once Fledglings have acquired
these skills, knowledge and attitudes, they become Natureweavers Elders, and are invited to attend
Natureweavers more often and for longer sessions, and thus to apply their Natureweaving ways to
individual and community projects.
Policies and Practices

Play and Learning in Wildspaces
Natureweavers supports children’s outdoor play in all weather. A condition of attending Natureweavers is
that your child is dressed and equipped for a day in wildspace. We spend all day outside and in the bush
- walking, scrambling, climbing, foraging, building and we may well be poked, scratched, bitten,
sunkissed, slimy and muddy. Inappropriate clothing and gear can really impact on the children - on their
safety, comfort and their ability to engage in the program. Please bear this in mind when you are
preparing for their time here.

Earth Kids Fledglings Gear:
- Long pants (leggings, trousers, jeans);
- Closed-toe shoes (e.g. gumboots, trainers or boots) and socks;
- Clothing (at least 2 sets) that allows them to move and play with ease and safety in wildspace;
- A well fitting hat; and
- A good quality raincoat.
Outdoor play makes for hungry, thirsty children! Children will also need:
- Lots of nutritious food, with no packaging/zero waste;
- A hydration pack with full water bladder;
- A small snack in the hydration pack; and
- A full water bottle for morning tea.
The hydration pack is an essential piece of kit – please do not come to Natureweavers without it.
Hydration packs are worn on the children’s back and allow them to easily manage their own hydration
when we are in the forest, without having to stop the group, take a backpack on and off and handle a
water bottle. It also allows children to carry their own snack and whatever wondrous treasures they collect
on our adventures. Hydration packs can be purchased online, or at stores such as BCF, Anaconda,
Kathmandu etc. Please buy one that fits your child, and has a 1litre reservoir (at least). Please contact
Carly if you are unsure about this essential piece of kit.
We encourage you to involve your children in packing and preparing for their days at Natureweavers - it
contributes to a growing awareness of their own basic needs in the bush and fortifies the selfresponsibility we gently impart here.

Parents at Earth Kids Fledglings

Earth Kids Fledglings is a child-only program. Parents do not stay. Fledglings children outnumber the
adults, with the aim of allowing children to tap into their strengths and share them with a group of peers,
organise themselves democratically (through play) and generally direct the happenings of the group - it is
our experience that they are less likely to do this when lots of adults are present, especially their parents!
However, in practice, we acknowledge that some children (and some parents!) are not quite ready for this
big step, and we believe that Fledglings will ‘fly from the nest’ when they are well and truly ready. For
this reason, we certainly welcome parents to stay with your Fledglings until they are ready to fly. Please
let us know if your child would prefer this approach so we can effectively manage the process in the best
interests of the children and the spirit of the program.
There will also be opportunities for parent participation throughout the year, including seasonal
celebrations and various permaculture implementation projects (tree planting etc) that we would love for
you to be a part of - invitations will be forthcoming!
Daily Times
Earth Kids Fledglings gather between 9.00am and 12.00pm on Tuesdays. It is expected that your child
will attend for this daily period and for the whole term.
Unless pre-arranged, please arrive at 9.00am. Please collect your children between 11.45 and 12.00pm,
respecting the rhythm of the program and Carly’s own family needs.
Drop off and pick up times can be busy. We ask for your support in maintaining calm, keeping your
children and our animals safe and happy, and maintaining the ecological diversity of the property.
In the morning Please wait until the rainbow gates are open, then bring your child up on to the deck, and
assist them to place their gear in one of the wooden lockers provided. Your child can then play on the
mat, read a book, climb a tree, or have a nibble on some morning tea - whatever helps them to settle in
to the space. Morning circle is our first gathering of the day – parents are welcome to stay for morning
circle if they like and/or if your child needs you to be there. Once morning circle has finished, parents can
leave, or stay if necessary.
In the afternoon Please gather your child’s gear, including any wet shoes at the bottom of the stairs, then
ensure your children are safely guided to your car from the deck.
Late fees of $30 per hour pro-rata after 12.00pm will be charged. If you are running late, please send
your mentor an SMS as soon as you can so we can let your child know.
Driveway access and parking
If you have a 4WD, please use it to come up the driveway - without stopping – and park at the top of the
driveway, opposite the water tanks, tail in (preferable). Please do not park on the driveway itself or on the
grass in front of the deck - this compromises access and visibility for all and is a hazard to our children

and animals. If the parking spaces at the top of the block are full, please drive through (past the water
tanks) and park on the west side of the house.
If you do not have a 4WD, please park at the bottom of the driveway (off to the side slightly) and walk up.
Illness
If your child is unwell, please do not attend Natureweavers. Please support your child’s wellbeing, and
honour the needs of the group as whole. If your child becomes unwell during the day, you, or your
emergency contact provided, will be asked to come and collect them immediately.
Animals
Natureweavers is a working property, We currently have 2 dogs and 12 chickens. Children will be
interacting with the dogs and the chickens regularly; the dogs accompany us on our forest walks, and we
learn how to caretake, feed, and collect eggs from the chickens as part of our programs.
Siblings
Parents are wholly responsible for the health and safety of any siblings on the Natureweavers property at
all times. Parents are liable for any breakages and/or damage to the Natureweavers property by children
not enrolled in the Natureweavers Earth Kids Fledglings program.

Daytime communication
If you need to speak to your mentor directly about your child at Natureweavers, please come 15 minutes
or so before pick up time to do so, or contact Carly throughout the week via email or phone.
We do carry a mobile phone throughout the day for security and photos only. Natureweavers policy is to
answer mobile phones only to the parents of children in attendance that day. If you do happen to reach
our voicemail on a day your child is attending, please leave a message and we will return your call as
soon as we can.
Cost and invoicing

Invoices are sent each term in advance via email. Payment terms are 7 days. We accept cash, card and
direct transfer. Bank account details for transfer are included in your invoice.
Late invoices occur a fee of 5% per day. Late invoices not paid within 30 days will result in cancellation of
your enrolment.
Payment plans can be arranged. Please contact Carly if this is something you would like to discuss.
Absences
You will be charged a full session fee for all absences, unless you provide 2 weeks notice. Absences can
be ‘made up’ within 4 weeks of the absence occurring on Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays. Absences
not made up within 4 weeks will be void.
Enrolment
Natureweavers welcomes all new or interested families to Fledglings throughout the year. Please contact
Carly via email (carly@natureweavers.com.au) or phone 0403 133 679 to discuss your enrollment.
A completed enrolment form is required prior to commencement at Earth Kids Fledglings.
Natureweavers is an independent program. Government rebates are not available to families.
Natureweavers accepts unvaccinated, partially vaccinated or totally vaccinated children into our
programs.
Cancellation of enrolment
4 weeks notice is required for cancellation of an enrolment, either from you or from Natureweavers.
School holidays
Earth Kids Fledglings is a term-based program. We do not operate during school holidays. We do offer
holiday programs that may be of interest to you and your children during the holidays, and current
Fledglings get priority placing and a discounted rate in these programs (age-appropriate). Holiday
program dates and locations will be communicated throughout the term.
Enquiries and Questions
If you have any questions about this information and these policies, please contact Carly
carly@natureweavers.com.au or 0403 133 679.

